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§3021.665 State.

State means any of the States of the
United States, the District of Colum-
bia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico,
or any territory or possession of the
United States.

§3021.670 Suspension.

Suspension means an action taken by
a Federal agency that immediately
prohibits a recipient from partici-
pating in Federal Government procure-
ment contracts and covered non-
procurement transactions for a tem-
porary period, pending completion of
an investigation and any judicial or ad-
ministrative proceedings that may
ensue. A recipient so prohibited is sus-
pended, in accordance with the Federal
Acquisition Regulation for procure-
ment contracts (48 CFR part 9, subpart
9.4) and the common rule, Government-
wide Debarment and Suspension (Non-
procurement), that implements Execu-
tive Order 12549 and Executive Order
12689. Suspension of a recipient is a dis-
tinct and separate action from suspen-
sion of an award or suspension of pay-
ments under an award.
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AUTHORITY: Office of Science and Tech-
nology Policy (66 FR 76260); USDA Sec-

§3022.1

retary’s Memorandum (SM) 2400-007; and
USDA OIG, 7 CFR 2610.1(c)(4)(ix).

SOURCE: 75 FR 49359, Aug. 13, 2010, unless
otherwise noted.

§3022.1 Definitions.

Adjudication. The stage in response to
an allegation of research misconduct
when the outcome of the investigation
is reviewed, and appropriate corrective
actions, if any, are determined. Correc-
tive actions generally will be adminis-
trative in nature, such as termination
of an award, debarment, award restric-
tions, recovery of funds, or correction
of the research record. However, if
there is an indication of violation of
civil or criminal statutes, civil or
criminal sanctions may be pursued.

Agency Research Integrity  Officer
(ARIO). The individual appointed by a
USDA agency that conducts research
and who is responsible for:

(1) Receiving and processing allega-
tions of research misconduct as as-
signed by the USDA RIO;

(2) Informing OIG and the USDA RIO
and the research institution associated
with the alleged research misconduct,
of allegations of research misconduct
in the event it is reported to the USDA
agency;

(3) Ensuring that any records, docu-
ments and other materials relating to
a research misconduct allegation are
provided to OIG when requested;

(4) Coordinating actions taken to ad-
dress allegations of research mis-
conduct with respect to extramural re-
search with the research institution(s)
at which time the research misconduct
is alleged to have occurred, and with
the USDA RIO;

(5) Overseeing proceedings to address
allegations of extramurally funded re-
search misconduct at intramural re-
search institutions and research insti-
tutions where extramural research oc-
curs;

(6) Ensuring that agency action to
address allegations of research mis-
conduct at USDA agencies performing
extramurally funded research is per-
formed at an organizational level that
allows an independent, unbiased, and
equitable process;

(7) Immediately notifying OIG, the
USDA RIO, and the applicable research
institution if:
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